
How to Write an Entry for an Annotated Bibliography 

Some of the following information was borrowed from Purdue Online Writing Lab website. 

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, Web sites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for 
researching a topic. An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. Therefore, an annotated 
bibliography includes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. In one paragraph (5-
6 sentences), your annotation will do the following: 

• Summarize: What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? 
What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would 
you say? The length of your annotations will determine how detailed your summary is.  

• Assess: Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your 
bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or objective? What is the 
goal of this source?  

• Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into 
your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your 
argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how 
you think about your topic?  

At the beginning of your annotated bibliography, your source should be listed as it would on a 
Works Cited page (MLA style). Please do the best you can. 

For print sources: 

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium  

of Publication. 

For digital sources: 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name of 

institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource 

creation (if available). Medium of publication. Date of access. 

Annotated bibliographies should be posted before class on Fridays on the course blog, in 
the category “Annotated Bibs.” You only need to give me one source/week. 

 


